
Birthday wishes for missing girl
Nanaimo Daily News (Walter Cordery) - Saturday May 5, 2007
Lisa Marie Young turns 26 today. At least that's what her mother desperately wants to believe. Her daughter mysteriously vanished during the 2002 Canada Day
long weekend "and not a single day has gone by since that I haven't thought about her, or what could have happened to her," said Joanne Young. It is impossible
for the distraught mother to turn the page and believe Lisa Marie is a closed chapter in her life. "I still seem to be living in the same day when we learned Lisa
Marie had gone missing," said Young. Giving up hope of never seeing her daughter again or not learning of her fate is not an option she cares to consider. "I'm still
hopeful. We always keep our name and telephone number on the posters we circulate just in case somebody knows what happened to her and will contact us."
She admits to having little time for those who tell her perhaps Lisa Marie just wanted to take off. "They really don't know anything about my daughter or what was
going on in her life," said Young. "She was all set to move into a new apartment the next day and she was about to start a new job." Lisa Marie was last seen
leaving a downtown nightclub in a vehicle in the early hours of June 29, 2002. When she did not come home on the Sunday or the holiday Monday, the police
were called. The experiencing of not knowing what happened to her child has made Young explore spirituality and be more open with her other family members.
"People have told me to stop living in the past and to get on with my life but how can I?," she said. "Lisa Marie was a big part of my life and all I have of her now
are my memories." Though she doesn't fault them for not finding her daughter, the RCMP have made her feel a little angry for trying to convince her not to pursue
other means of discovering what happened to Lisa Marie. "I had wanted to hire a private investigator but the police dissuaded me from that saying that he would
only be retracing the work they had already done," said Young. She said there are heart-stopping moments when she thinks she recognizes Lisa Marie walking
down the street. Lisa Marie is considered a missing person and the police have said they suspect foul play. The investigation remains open. Regardless of the
outcome, Young said she wants to find out what happened to her daughter. "The worst thing is not knowing."

[image caption:] Lisa Marie Young went missing during the 2002 Canada Day weekend.
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